UPPSALA Bioinformatics Engineering Programme

UNIVERSITET Uppsala University School of Engineering
UPTEC X 07 049 Date of issue 2007-10
Author

Therese Moberg

Title (English)
The connection between psychopathic
personality traits and antisocial behavior
over time: A cross-lagged model

Title (Swedish)

Abstract

A sample of Swedish twins contacted at age 16-17 (n=2369) and at age 19-20 (n=1705) was
used to investigate the connection between psychopathic personality traits and antisocial
behavior from adolescence and early adulthood. We used an autoregressive model with two
waves including cross-lagged effects and time specific correlations. Structural equation
modeling using proc calis in SAS revealed a significant influence from psychopathic
personality traits to antisocial behavior at a later point of time. This result is in line with
earlier research. We further showed that antisocial behavior in adolescence has a minimal but
still significant influence on psychopathic traits in early adulthood, which highlight the
importance of further research in this area.
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